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It’s Raining…A Lot!  Why Do We Still Need to Conserve? 

1. Conservation as Supply = Cheapest, Fastest,  

Least Environmental Impact 

2. Saving Water --> Saves          &  

3. Maximizes the Value of Investments 

4. Can Defer or Eliminate Need for Investments to  

Increase Supplies / Reduce Chance of Investments  

that Become Stranded Assets 

5. Avoid Future Emergencies 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There is a large and growing gap between the water we desire and the water that’s made available by nature.  
Frank Loge findings
Make the most of the water that we pump, treat, & distribute
Allows for growth with reduced impacts
Can’t continue to lurch from drought to drought



Alternative Supply Costs / Benefits 

Credit: Pacific Institute 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We also looked at the cost effectiveness of efficiency measures and alternative supplies.  As you can see, there is a wide range of cost effectiveness for efficiency measures, but generally, conservation and efficiency measures are significantly more cost effective than the development of new supplies.  And conservation and efficiency projects also have the added benefit of having fewer environmental impacts.



And Because of Enormous Conservation Potential 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 2014, NRDC and Pacific Institute did some research in the potential for conservation and efficiency efforts as well as alternative supplies like stormwater capture and recycled water.  We found that the largest savings potential by far is residential, but we can also achieve significant savings by addressing commercial and institutional landscapes.



Governor Brown’s May 2016 Executive Order 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In May of last year, Governor Brown issued an executive order aimed at making conservation a way of life in California.




Governor Brown’s May 2016 Executive Order 

1. Use Water More Wisely 

2. Eliminate Water Waste 

 

3. Strengthen Local Drought  

Resilience 

4. Improve Agricultural Water  

Use Efficiency and Drought  

Planning 

New Water Use Targets 

Prohibit Wasteful Practices 

& Address Water Loss 

Improve Water Shortage  

Contingency Plans 

Improve Agricultural Water 

Plans 



Long Term Conservation – Not a New Concept 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Long term conservation is not a new concept.  Governor’s EO aims to use lessons learned from SBx7-7, the drought, and new data to establish the next phase of 20x2020.



Customized Targets 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Addresses water supplier fairness/equity concerns �about percentage reduction targets
Historical conservation investments
Climate
Land Use / Customer types
Flexible with local control
Moves away from use of GPCD for comparing suppliers
Provides crucial water management data




 
 

THANK YOU 
 

 

 

TRACY QUINN, P.E. 

SENIOR POLICY ANALYST  

NATURAL RESOURCES DEFENSE COUNCIL  

TQUINN@NRDC.ORG 

(310) 434-2300 

Questions? 

mailto:tquinn@nrdc.org
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